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ences between it and the Independentists were stressed by the
creation at Warsaw on December 18, 1915, of a new organization
called the Centralny Komitet Narodowy (Central National Com-
mittee), two of its best-known members being Sliwinski and
Thugutt, but a rupture did not take place till later, and the Com-
mittee's propaganda for recruiting went on. Attention was focused
on the Legions. Of these there were two brigades in the field
co-operating with the Austrian forces; the first was commanded
by Pilsudski, and the second by Joseph Haller, who, after serving
for fifteen years as an officer of the Austrian Army, had resigned
his commission in 1914, and taken an active part in organizing the
Legions. A third brigade was formed towards the end of 1915,
under the command first of Grzesicki and then of Roja. The first
brigade operated in Galicia, the second in the Carpathians and
the Bukovina, but it was the former, under Pilsudski's leadership,
that was prominent in Polish or Austro-German eyes. In Novem-
ber 1915 the three brigades came together in Volhynia as a
single force under General Puchalski, an Austrian of Polish
descent. The total strength of the Legions was approximately
12,000 men—8,000 infantry, 1,000 cavalry and 3,000 artillery
with 36 guns—in the beginning of 1916.
DISCONTENT OF THE LEGIONS
The legionaries murmured that they were being treated, not as
Polish, but as Austrian soldiers: "more and more," wrote one of
them, "we are becoming Austrian troops," and this, so contrary
to all their hopes, created an ever-growing discontent among
them, especially in the First Brigade,in which, however, confidence
was felt that Pilsudski would win in the end. The absolute trust
they put in their leader was demonstrated by officers and men,
each according to his rank giving a fixed proportion of his monthly
pay to him for political objects, according to his discretion, which
was never questioned.
As for Pilsudski himself, he swung between loyalty to his
military oath to the Austrian authorities and his loyalty to Poland
as a patriot. In July 1916, the moment came in which he took the
final decision, and until then he fought on at the head of his
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